




Washington Post and the New York Times, both or 
which reaffirmed their previous stand that the 
House Committee should be abolished. 

Of course, just as the Meisenbach trial discred­
ited "Operation Abolition," so has it disc 'edited the 
numerous supporters of the film. In the interest of 
honesty and public confiden e, the apologists of the 
film and "Communist Target--Youth" should also 
admit publicly their mistake in lending their sup­
port to these two documents. 

Mayor George Christopher of San Francisco 
should assume responsibility to his constituents and 
the country as a whole, and admit that he based 
his support of the film on two false police reports. 
Reporters Ed Montgomery and Dave Hope should 
admit that they either were deceived with their own 
eyes or have been purposely distorting the events 
they allegedly saw. Congressman John Rousselot, 
controversial John Birch Society member from 
Southern California, should admit to his constitu­
ents that he, too, based his support of the film 
both on false police reports and on accounts based 
exclusively on these reports. The more youthful 
camp followers of the House Committee and its film, 
the right-wing Intercollegiate Society of Individual­
ists and Young Americans for Freedom, should also 
admit publicly their error. The American Legion 
and the Daughters of the American Revolution 
should admit to the pUblic that the film they have 
promoted so avidly is a travesty of the ideals of 
patriotism. Mrs. Ashmead White, President General 
of the D.A.R., who, when asked recently why she 
was convinced that "Operation Abolition" was "ab­
solutely factual," responded, "J. Edgar Hoover told 
me so," might devote herself to a study of the dis­
tinction between a society in which truth emerges 
from the free exchange of viewpoints and the society 
which is based on sheeplike reliance on authority. 

The damage done to our political atmosphere 
by the film, the Hoover Report and their supporters 
can never be eradicated. At a time when crucial 
issues of foreign policy should have commanded our 
full attention, these latter-day manifestations of Mc­
Carthyism will remain a shameful chapter in the 
history of our nation. However, a pUblic admission 
of error by Hoover and the House Committee would, 
at least, indicate to the pllblic that these two insti­
tutions retain the semblance of integrity and regard 
for the values of our democratic heritage. 

Unfortunately, any such admission from these 
two is unlikely. No word has been received from 
Hoover since Assemblyman O'Connell's challenge. 
On May 8, House Committee Chairman Francis 
Walter stated that he had no plans to re-examine 
"Operation Abolition" in light of the outcome of the 
Meisenbach trial. According to the May 9 issue of 
the Chronicle, Walter cJmmented in Paris: 

"There is no connection between the film and the 

acquittal. The jury simply believed the boy instead of 
believing the olic"man who said the boy hit him. 
There's no point in looking at the film again." 

Fortunately, the controversy over "Operation 
Abolition" has increased concern over the House 
Committee and its violation of civil liberties. The 
film has multiplied the number of resolutions and 
editorials calling for the abolition of the Commit­
tee. Unfortunately, the fact remains, in regard to 
the film, that a frightening number of Americans, 
along with some of our elected and ap ointed gov­
ernment officials, have forgotten till t the n tion 
that propaganda is more important than truth 
reached its culmination in Nazi Germany and the 
notion that history should be re\Yl'itten to conform 
to the thesis of the government reached its apex 
in the Soviet Union. 

REQUEST FOR RETRACTION 
The following letter was sent on July 14, 1961 to 

the following individuals and organizations: Representa­
tive Francis Walter, Chairman of the House Committee 
In Un-American Activities; Representative John Rous­
,elot; Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation; San Francisco Mayor George Christo­
pher; Mr. Ed Montgomery, reporter for the San Francisco 
Examiner; Mr. Dave Hope, reporter for the Oakland 
Tribune; the Intercollegiate Society of Individualists; 
Young Americans for Freedom; the National Headquar­
ters of the American Legion; the National Headquarters 
Jf the Daughters of the American Revolution; and Mrs. 
Ashmead White, President General of the Daughters of I 

the American Revolution: 
Dear ... : 

As yOLI may know, I referred unfavorably to your 
public stand on the May 1960 San Francisco student 
demonstrations against the House Committee on Un­
American Activitie and the Committee's film, "Opera­
tion Abolition," in my article on the trial of Robert 
MeL3enbach in the June issue of the CaJiIornian mugu· 
zine. In that nrtirle I commented upon the degree to 
which your position was discredited by the acquittal 
of Robert Meiscnbach and the procee ings 01' the trial 
which resulted in the verdict of "not guilty" on 
May 3, 1961. 

As you may also know, in that article I called upon 
you tu retract publicly thos s atements which have 
been proven false by sworn testimony in the Meisen­
bach trin!. I am writing you to insure that you have 
a copy at my article and that ou are fully war of 
the charges I make in it, and to reiterate my demand 
for a public retraction of :vour puulic statements which 
the trial proved to b (a Ise. 

I enclose a reprint of my ar(i 'le a well as reprints 
of the day-by-da coverage of th trial by San Fran­
c;~co's thr e major new papers. I trust that both of· 
these items will be helpful in the re-evaluation of your 
position on the demonstrations and the film-a re­
evalution I am certaIn you will mak soon, in the 
li(;ht of your respect for our Amel'ican .iudidal system 
and our mutual respect for the truth. I invite you to 
communicate with me at the above address at your 
earliest convenience. 

I am se.nding a copy of this letter to Burton Wolfe, 
editor of the Califurnian, which I hope he 'will be kind 
enough to publish in the August issue. r am also 
sending copies to the San Francis a pr s and to the 
two major wire se.rvices. May I also tak the lJberty 
to invite you, on behalf of the readers of th Califor­
nian to communicate with Mr. Wolfe, who I am. sure 
wil1 'be happy to publish your retraction. 

Sincerel\( 
Irving li~ll 

Although more than three months have passed, none 
of these i~dividuals or organizations has communicated 
with Mr. Hall or the Californian magazine. 



75 Congressmen Told Roosevelt 

T,hey Wa'nted to Vote Against HUAC 
Burton Wolfe
 

The Californian, September 1961
 

Congressman J mes Roosevelt, Democrat of Cali­
fornia, revealed to 1,500 persons attending an Amer­
ican Civil Li erties Union meeting that 75 other 
members of the House of Representatives wanted to 
vote with him against the House Un-American Ac­
tivities Committee, but were afraid. Roosevelt and 

, five others cast their vote in this session of the Con­
. gress to curb the committee by drastically slashing· 

its bUdget. At the ACLU meeting held last month 
on the Roger Kent estate in Marin County across the 
Golden Gate Bridge from San Francisco, Roosevelt 
stated: 

"There must have been 75 members of the House 
who said to me: we'd have liked to have been with you, 
hut we feel this is not the time for the fight." 

Roosevelt attributed this fear primarily to lack 
of communication from "liberals" to the "masses." 
The point he tried to make was that without the 
"liberal" viewpoint's getting across on a wide level, 
the public remains uninformed about the true facts 
on the student demonstrations against HUAC and 
many other current events. Instead, the public gets 
only HAUC's and the FBI's viewpoints, so that Con­
gressmen are afraid of incurring the wrath of an 
uninformed public's ill-advised reaction to a vote 
against HUAC. 

"When we meet together," said Roosevelt, "it's like 
talking to ourselves ..• Our problem is finding a way 
to communicate from ourselves to great masses of 
people." 

As an example of how the California press blacks 
out statements by Democrats and civil libertarians, 
Roosevelt used the following: 

"After the U. S. Supreme Court decision (against 
use of illegal evidence), Governor Brown made a civil 
liberties statement. Because he is a Democratic gover. 
nor, there wasn't a word in the San Francisco or Los 
Angeles papers." 

Roosevelt need not have used that example. He 
could have predicted there would be no coverage of 
his own appearance and speech in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. One thousand, five hundred persons is a 
Whopping turnout for a civil liberties meeting-but 
Californians did not get the chance to read of what 
Roosevelt said. 

On HUAC and Walter 
• "I've been invited to debate Francis Walter a 

dozen times, and he has never accepted." 
• (Republican Congressman Clyde Doyle of Cali­

fornia, a member of HUAC) "is one of the nicest guys 
you can ever hop to meeL ••• but he just doesn't 
understand what he' doing to the whole United 
States and its concepts (through his activities on 
HUAC) .. ," 

• "Walter is going to run again. IliA announcement 
that he is not going to run was made as a clever move 
to gain sympathy while HUAC was under attack." 

• "Walter is very powerful." (He is chairman 
of the House Patronage Committee, and so every 
Congressman who wants to get some jobs for various 
constituents must have every appointment made by 
Walter. He is also chairman of the subcommittee 
which passes on every immigration case and every 
private bill introduced by Congressmen dealing with 
immigration cases.) "If you had a family to bring 
in, say from behind the Iron Curtain, to one of your 
constituents ... wouldn't you think twice about 
standing up in a House floor vote against Walter?" 

• Fulton Lewis III is no longer on the staff of 
HUAC, but is working for Washington Video Pro­
ductions, the firm which produced the film "Opera­
tion Abolition" for the HUAC, and for which Lewis 
acted as director and narrator. 

On the Change of Administration 

• "Had there not been a change in administra­
tions, you would have found your government carry­
ing out the same kind of things General Walker 
was doing." (Roosevelt was referring to the recent 
expose by Overseas Weekly of an American general's 
attempts to indoctrinate his troops stationed in Ger­
many with John Birch Society propaganda. Roose­
velt said that the Eisenhower Administration ac­
tually planned to sponsor this kind of activity 
throughout the military and the Federal Govern­
ment. Only the change in administration saved the 
situation.) 

Subscribe to The Californian, 308 Delger BUild­
ing, 1005 Market Street, San Francisco 3, California. 
The Californian is a publication uncontrolled by any 
party or organization; a publication which does not 
depend on adverti~ng fo!' its revenue; a publication 
begun by a former Associated Press award-winning 
newsmen because he saw the leading stories of the 
day being distorted or suppressed. $3 for a six-month 
trial subscription; $5 for one year; $8 for two years; 

, $12 for three years. (Foreign please add $1 per year 
, for postage.) 



KR Fi ms Wer ab Ie By Date 
ent to H use Committee 

Burton Wolfe
 

The Californian, June 1961
 

I' RON-TV, owned by the San Francisco Chroniele, 
has confirmed ~ in response to questioning by The 
Californian-that its origin I film footage of the stu­
dent demonstrations a~ainst the House Un·American 
Activities Committee was clearly labeled by date be­
fore bein sent to the committee for use as the HUAC 
film "Operation Abolition." This places the House 
Committee in the position of seeing the TV newsreel 
films in their proper sequence, with events clearly 
shown under the dates on which they took place, and 
then deliberately reversing the sequence of events and 
ehanging the dates in the film "Operation Aholition." 

The Californian queried KRON in response to 
persistent rumors that the TV station's general man­
ager, Harold See, had stated that the HOl!Se Com­
mittee had the original footage clearly labeled by 
date and then changed the sequences. Bill Cothran, 
news director of KRON, confirmed that this is not 
just rumor, but fact. Cothran was then asked again 
by The Californian whether or not the original 
newsreel was clearly labeled by date before it was 
turned over to the Committee. 

"Yes, it certainly was," stated Cothran. 

Just for the record-since this is already known 
-Cothran was asked whether or not he is aware 
that events which took place on Saturday, May 14, 
and on Thursday, May 12, are represented in the 
film "Operation Abolition" as being newsreel shots 
of what happened on "Black Friday," May 13, 1960. 
Cothran stated: 

"I certainly am aware of it, and I am also aware 
that the man who selected, wrote and narrated the 
film and therefore, I presume, produced it (Fulton 
Lewis III) selected only what he wanted." 

Cothran explained that Lewis attended the 
House Un-American Activities sub-Committ.ee hear­
ings in San Francisco last May (and therefore, The 
Californian should add to Cothran's explanation, 
Lewis knew what took place on which days). Le\vis 
obtained the original newsreel footage taken by 
two San Francisco TV stations, KRON and KPIX. 
The news directors of both KRON and KPIX clearly 
labeled the footage by date, according to Cothran. 
The films were sent to a laboratory, where prints 
were made of those shots which Lewis had selected. 
The prints were then sent to Washington, D. C., 
where the House Committee and Washington Video 
Productions put them together, under the direction 

of Lewis and the committee staff, as the film f'Op_ 
eration Abolition." 

Recently, KRON-TV ran an underpubUcized pro­
gram (the fact that it was underpUblicized was not 
the fault of the station) comparing "Operation 
Abolition" to the original film footage. The com­
parison clearly showed that Fulton Lewis and the 
House Un-American Activities Commititee manipu­
lated the shots so that what took place on May 12 
was shown under a recapitulation of the events of 
May 13. (See April issue of The Californian.) Also, 
as previously reported by The Californian, shots 
from May 14 were placed under the recapitulation 
of May 13. 

The shots from May 12 that were placed under 
May 13 showed students chanting and singing in 
City Hall and other activities. In the way they were 
usecl in the film "Operation Abolition," combined 
with the narration by Lewis, this rearrangement 
mal):es it appear that student disorder led directly 
up to the hosings by the police. It is now an estab­
lished fact, of course, that the police permitted the 
students to go unmolested in their chanting and 
singing on May 12 and that the students were not 
told or warned that they were doing anything 
wrong. It is also an established fact that the stu­
dents were more di orderly and unruly on May 12 
than they were on May 13 and that the events of 
May 12 came mu h closer to developing into a stu­
dent riot than what took place on May 13. It is 
also an established fact that Richard Chesney, Uni­
verSity of California history major, and the stu­
dents' liaison man with the police, asked the police 
on the morni g of May 13 to help the student moni­
tors control the rowd so that the disorders of the 
previous day would not be repeated and would not 
lead to violence. Chesney was told by the police 
that they could not tell anyone what to do in a 
public building. That afternoon, the hosings and 
clubbings took place. 

The shots from May 14 that were placed under 
May 13 showed a crowd of approximately 5,000 per­
sons massed outside City Hall, some of them extend­
ing their arms in the Nazi salute and shouting 
"HeB!" In the way these shots were used in the 
film "Operation Abolition," the impression was con­
veyed that a massive outburst of violence was im­
pending, and this led up to the police hosings as a 
method of prevention and dispersion. Of course, 
these shots showed a May 14 protest of the manner 
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in which the police hosed and clubbed the student 
demonstra ors on May 13. The mass demonstration, 
the anger and the shouts of "Heill" came after and 
becaus of the police hosings and clubbings, and 
not before as shown in th film "0 eration Aboli­
tion." 

Thus, in view of the evidence which i3 no\v docu~ 

mented beyond all po.,sibL dispute, the statements 
by Congressman Francis Walter, Fulton Lewis, May­
or George Christophel' and others that only a few 
minot inaccuracies are involved, are totally false. 
The deliberate cbange.· in the film sequence, com­
bined witll the narration, convert the film "Opera­
tion Abolition" in to a seriously distorted and inac­
curate document which has been viewed by millions 
and hich reflects terrible discredit on a committe~ 

of he Unit d States House of Representatives. 

This pamphlet has been prepared and published all 
a public service by the Bay Area S udent Committe@ 
fo' the Ab liUon of the House Committee on Un-Ameri­
can Activities, 11 organi7.ation which W8S founded on 
Sep ember 11, 1960 by a group of those _tudents arrested 
on May 13, 1960, during the h arings of the House Com­
mittee on n-American Activities in San rancisco, along 
with othe:r studen s interested in the drive to abolish 
th House Comn itt e. 

'l'h i lio\ jng are U1e purposes of our organiza­
tion: 

1,� T oppo'e the exi:tenc of the louse Committee 
n� n-. merican Ac i i ie· n the basis of its in­

fringem nt of tbe J"i ·hts guaranteed to all citizens 
under th ....onstitution anci the Bill of Rights, 
and to 'ork f r the abolition of this committee. 

2.� T work for the pl" er atian of civil liberties for 
11 aed to fight any abridoement of tbe freedoms 

guaI'anteed American citiz ns under the Constitu­
tion an tbe Bill of Rights. 

3.� T pr vide information a the history, purpose 
and melho Is of the HOll e Committee, 

4,� To present the truth about" hat happened in San 
Franci ' on May 12-14, 1960. 

5,� To rai funds to defray the rem:lining expenses 
in he triftl or ~obert Meise.nbach. 

6.� To encou age the form8tion f oilier student civil 
liberties organizations. 

The following ar the officers of our organization: 
Mrs. atl'icia H- U, Liter8lure and 'orresponding Secre­
tar'y; Michn 1 Ro man, Recording SecI' tar,v: Irving Hall, 

reasurer: Richard AJl)erL, Forum; Robert Meisenb~1ch, 

Fun Raising; .Toel Bre II t, Chairman and Publications; 
Mrs. Ch.ristine Murray, Secretariat. 

Contributions to the work of our organization will 
be mo t gra teIully received, heck' should be made 
pay ble to the Bay Area Stud nt Commiltee. Fund:; me 
still ne (ed to pa court cost and altorn y'S fees in the 
C8,' of Raberl Meisenb8ch, Checks shoul be made pay­
able to the Students' Emergency Defense Fund. 

We iavite carre pondence and encourage the forma­

tion of similar civil libertarian orie~1ted student groups 
on other' college campUSl>S. Vole invite you to write to 
our organization for OUI current list of available lit­
er8ture, now consisting of over 50 pamphlets 8nd paper­
bound books on the House C;ommittee, "Operation Aboli­
tion" and the San Fr8nciscJ student demonstrations. 

WII~:; , : ~i f: [)f T HEl. ABOLISH 

T.il': .IOI:E co HlITfEE: 

•� Send a cop~" of this pampll 'md a cop. of the news­
paper repnnts on Ull: M enl ach a",e to your 011­

gressman, asking hi to vnte against th Hou:e Com­
mittee when its app] opriatioo!> come before the floor 
of Congress in Januorf. 

•� Send copies of these two pamphlet to y. ur local 
newspaper editor alon:;' with a letter calling I r aboli­
tion uf the House COInITIi Llee. 

•� Write a letter to your editor to inform your com­
munity of the availability of these two pamphlets, 

•� Distribute th >se pamphlets to your local club or or­
ganization. Tell YO'lr friends about them. 

•� Urge your club and organization to pas, a resolution 
calling fur the abolition of the HOuse Committee. 

•� Contribute to the work of the Bay Area Student 
Committee for the AboUtion of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activitie!·. 

NEWSPAPEH. COVERA'E YAIL\BLE 

The Bay Are Student Can mit t has prepar d 
a companion pamphlet to Irving Hall's ar icl on the 
trial and acquittal of Robert Meisenbach, Prol'es ion­
aily printed, 25 pages, 8%" by 11", it con i ts of re­
prints of the day-by-da coverage of the trial by '8n 
Francisco's three major 11 wspapers, The p8mphlet 
contain: over twenty n wsphotos and has f l' its cover 
a reproduction of the pos-tri<ll carto n by Herbloek 
of the Washil1'tton Post, which :;hows an overbur­
cI.~ned HUAC hairman Francis Waller holding a mon­

: strous "Oscar": a trophy composed of a dead fish 
"For the Fishie t Film, 'Operati n Abolition.''' The 
pamphlet contains po·t-trial editorials £l'om the ew 
York Times, San Francisco's EXllInincr and Chl'onicl(", 
the Washing on Post and the San J0 'I:> Mcl'l'ury. It 
also cont in the Chronicle's and the San Fran i co 
News-Call Bulletin's critical coverage oI the F bruary 
"suppressed" police report pisode and a full page 
reproduction of th now-famoLls photograph published 
in the May 23 edition of Life magazine as well as two­
and-a-half pages of r prin . c f lh Lo al press's er'ti­
cal reception of an Froncisco's Mayor G ol'ge Chri ­
t.opher's half-hearted and subsequently relracte en­
dorsem nt of "Operation Abolition." 

This pamphlet is al. excelJ nt sOlll'ce reIerence to 
supplement the coverage of the lrial in the article by 

I Irving Hal~. It is availa I from th Ea, Area Student 
'CommitTee, 1732 Francisco Street, Berk 1 y 3, Cali­

rami , f r 50c plCL postage, W invite ynu all to order 
a copy to complete your library on t e Meisenbach 
trial, the last chapter·in the sordid historv of "Ooera­
tion Abolition." . • 
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