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75 Congressmen Told Roosevelt
They Wanted to Yote Against HUAC

Burton Wolfe
The Californian, September 1961

Congressman James Roosevelt, Democrat of Cali-
fornia, revealed fo 1,500 persons attending an Amer-
jcan Civil Liberties Union meeting that 75 other
members of the House of Representatives wanted to
vote with him against the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee, but were afraid. Roosevelt and

, five others cast their vote in this session of the Con-

gress to curb the committee by drastically slashing

its budget. At the ACLU meeting held last month
on the Roger Kent estate in Marin County across the
Golden Gate Bridge from San Francisco, Roosevelt
stated:

“There must have been 75 members of the House
who said to me: we’d have liked to have been with you,
but we feel this is not the time for the fight.”

Roosevelt attributed this fear primarily to lack
of communication from “liberals” to the “masses.”
The point he tried to make was that without the
“liberal” viewpoint’s getting across on a wide level,
the public remains uninformed about the true facts
on the student demonstrations against HUAC and
many other current events. Instead, the public gets
only HAUC’s and the FBI's viewpoints, so that Con-
gressmen are afraid of incurring the wrath of an
uninformed public’s ill-advised reaction to a vote
against HUAC.

“When we meet together,” said Roosevelt, “it’s like
talking to ourselves . .. Our problem is finding a way
10 communicate from ourselves to great masses of
people.”

As an example of how the California press blacks
out statements by Democrats and civil libertarians,
Roosevelt used the following:

“After the U. S. Supreme Court decision (against
use of illegal evidence), Governor Brown made a civil
liberties statement. Because he is a Democratic gover-
nor, there wasn’t a word in the San Francisco or Los
Angeles papers.”

Roosevelt need not have used that example. He
could have predicted there would be no coverage of
his own appearance and speech in the San Francisco
Bay Area. One thousand, five hundred persons is a
whopping turnout for a civil liberties meeting—but
Californians did not get the chance to read of what
Roosevelt said.

On HUAC and Walter
e “T've been invited to debate Francis Walter a
dozen times, and he has never accepted.”
® (Republican Congressman Clyde Doyle of Cali-

fornia, a member of HUAC) “is one of the nicest guys
you can ever hope to meel . . . but he just doesn’t
understand what he's doing to the whole United
States and its concepts (through his activities on
HUAC)...”

® “Walter is going to run again. His announcement
that he is not going to run was made as a clever move
to gain sympathy while HUAC was under attack.”

* “Walter is very powerful.” (He is chairman
of the House Patronage Committee, and so every
Congressman who wants to get some jobs for various
constituents must have every appointment made by
Walter. He is also chairman of the subcommittee
which passes on every immigration case and every
private bill introduced by Congressmen dealing with
immigration cases.) “If you had a family to bring
in, say from behind the Iron Curtain, to one of your
constituents . . . wouldn't you think twice about
standing up in a House floor vote against Walter?”

* Fulton Lewis III is no longer on the staff of
HUAC, but is working for Washington Video Pro-
ductions, the firm which produced the film “Opera-
tion Abolition” for the HUAC, and for which Lewis
acted as director and narrator.

On the Change of Administration

e “Had there not been a change in administra-
tions, you would have found your government carry-
ing out the same kind of things General Walker
was doing.” (Roosevelt was referring to the recent
expose by Overseas Weekly of an American general’s
attempts to indoctrinate his troops stationed in Ger-
many with John Birch Society propaganda. Roose-
velt said that the Eisenhower Administration ac-
tually planned to sponsor this kind of activity
throughout the military and the Federal Govern-
ment, Only the change in administration saved the
situation.)

Subscribe to The Californian, 308 Delger Build-
ing, 1005 Market Street, San Francisco 3, California.
The Californian is & publication uncontrolled by any
party or organization; a publication which does not
depend on advertissng for its revenue; a publication
begun by a former Associated Press award-winning
newsmen because he saw the leading stories of the
day being distorted or suppressed. $3 for a six-month
trial subscription; $5 for one year; $8 for two years;
$12 for three years. (Foreign please add $1 per year
for postage.)




KRON-TV Says Films Were Labeled By Date
Before Being Sent to House Committee

Burton Wolfe

The Californian, June 1961

KRON-TYV, owned hy the San Francisco Chronicle,
has coniirmed — in response 1o questioning by The
Californian—ihat its original film footage of the stu-
dent demonstrations against the House Un-American
Activities Committee was clearly labeled by date be-
fore being sent to the committee for use as the HUAC
film “Operation Abolition.” This places the House
Committee in the position of seeing the TV newsreel
(ilms in their proper sequence, with events clearly
shown under the dates on which they tock place, and
then deliberately reversing the sequence of events and
changing the dates in the film “Operation Abolition.”

The Californian queried KRON in response to
persistent rumors that the TV station’s general man-
ager, Harold See, had stated that the House Com-
mittee had the original footage clearly labeled by
date and then changed the sequences. Bill Cothran,
news director of KRON, confirmed that this is not
just rumor, but fact. Cothran was then asked again
by The Californian whether or not the original
newsreel was clearly labeled by date before it was
turned over to the Committee.

“Yes, it certainly was,” stated Cothran,

Just for the record—since this is already known
—Cothran was asked whether or not he is aware
that events which took place on Saturday, May 14,
and on Thursday, May 12, are represented in the
film “Operation Abolition” as being newsreel shots
of what happened on “Black Friday,” May 13, 1960.
Cothran stated:

“I certainly am aware of it, and I am also aware
that the man who selected, wrote and narrated the
film and therefore, I presume, produced it (Fulton
Lewis III) selected only what he wanted.”

Cothran explained that Lewis attended the
House Un-American Activities sub-Committee hear-
ings in San Francisco last May (and therefore, The
Californian should add to Cothran’s explanation,
Lewis knew what took place on which days). Lewis
obtained the original newsreel footage taken by
two San Francisco TV stations, KRON and KPIX.
The news directors of both KRON and KPIX clearly
labeled the footage by date, according to Cothran.
The films were sent to a laboratory, where prints
were made of those shots which Lewis had selected.
The prints were then sent to Washington, D. C,,
where the House Committee and Washington Video
Productions put them together, under the direction

of Lewis and the committee staff, as the fiim “Op-
eration Abolition.”

Recently, KRON-TV ran an underpublicized pro-
gram (the fact that it was underpublicized was not
the fault of the station) comparing “Operation
Abolition” to the original film footage. The com-
parison clearly showed that Fulton Lewis and the
House Un-American Activities Commititee manipu-
lated the shots so that what took place on May 12
was shown under a recapitulation of the events of
May 13. (See April issue of The Californian.) Also,
as previously reported by The Californian, shots
from May 14 were placed under the recapitulation
of May 13.

The shots from May 12 that were placed under
May 13 showed students chanting and singing in
City Hall and other activities. In the way they were
used in the film “Operation Abolition,” combined
with the narraticn by Lewis, this rearrangement
makes it appear that student disorder led directly
up to the hosings by the police. It is now an estab-
lished fact, of course, that the police permitted the
students to go unmolested in their chanting and
singing on May 12 and that the students were not
told or warned that they were doing anything
wrong. It is also an established fact that the stu-
dents were more disorderly and unruly on May 12
than they were on May 13 and that the events of
May 12 came much closer to developing into a stu-
dent riot than what took place on May 13. It is
also an established fact that Richard Chesney, Uni-
versity of California history major, and the stu-
dents’ liaison man with the police, asked the police
on the morning of May 13 to help the student moni-
tors control the crowd so that the disorders of the
previous day would not be repeated and would not
lead to violence. Chesney was told by the police
that they could not tell anyone what to do in a
public building. That afternoon, the hosings and
clubbings took place.

The shots from May 14 that were placed under
May 13 showed a crowd of approximately 5,000 per-
sons massed outside City Hall, some of them extend-
ing their arms in the Nazi salute and shouting
“Heil!” In the way these shots were used in the
film “Operation Abolition,” the impression was con-
veyed that a massive outburst of violence was im-
pending, and this led up to the police hosings as a
method of prevention and dispersion. Of course,
these shots showed a May 14 protest of the manner



in which the police hosed and clubbed the student
demonstrators on May 13. The mass demonstration,
the anger and the shouts of “Heil!” came affer and
because of the police hosings and clubbings, and
not before as shown in the film “Operation Aboli-
tion.”

Thus, in view of the evidence which is now docu-
mented be_\er_md all possible dispute, the statements
b& Congressman Francis Walter, Fulton Lewis, May-

r George Christopher and others that only a few
minor inaccuracies are involved, are totally false.
The dcliberate changes in the film sequence, com-
bined with the narration, convert the {ilm “Opera-
tion Abolition” into a seriously distorted and inac-
curate document which has been viewed by millions
and which reflects terrible discredit on a committee
of the United States House of Representatives.

Thiz pamphlet has been prepared and published as
a public service by the Bay Area Student Committee
for the Abclition of the House Committee on Un-Ameri-
can Activilies, an organization which was founded on
Septembe 1960 by a group of those students arrested
3, 1960, during the hearings of the House Com-~
mittee on Un-American Activities in San Franecisco, along
with other students interested in the drive to abolish
the House Committee,

The following are the purposes of our organiza-
45
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1. To oppose the existence of the House Committee
on Un-American Activities on the basis of its in-
fringement of the rights guaranteed to all citizens
under the Constitution and the Bill of Rights,
and to work for the abolition of this committee,

2. To work for the preservation of civil liberties for

all and fo fight any abridgsement of 1‘-1«; freedoms
ed American citizens under the Constitu-
1 the Bill of Rights.
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3. To provide information on the history, purpose
and methods of the House Committee,

4. To present the fruth about what happened in San
Francisco on May 12-14, 1960,

5. To raise funds to defray the remaining expenses
in the trial of Robert Meisenbach.

6. Io encovrage the formation of other student civil

anizations,

The }'ul,'m\-i::,-; are the officers of our organization:
Mrs. Pairicia Hall, Literature and Corresponding Secre-
tary; Michael Rossman, Recording Secrelary; Irving Hall,
Treasurer; Richard Albert, Forum; Robert Meisenbach,
Fund Raising; Joel Brewer, Chairman and Publications;
Mrs, Christine Murray, Secretariat.

Contributions to the work of our organization will
be most gratefully received. Checks should be made
pavable to the Bay Area Student Committee. Funds are
still needed to pay court ('O\'[S and attornev’s fees in the
case of RHobert Meisenbach, Checks should be made pay-
able to the Students’ Emergency Defense Fund.

We invite correspondence and encourage the forma-

tion of similar ecivil libertarian oriented student groups
on other college campuses. We invite vou to write to
our organization for our current list of available lit-
erature, now consisting of over 50 pamphlets and paper-
bound books on the House Committee, “Operation Aboli-
tion” and the San Francisco student demonstrations.

WHAT Y700 CAN D TO HELP ABOLISH
Tk HOUSE COMMITTEE:

® Send a copy of this pamphls nd a copy of the news-
paper reprints on the M nbach case to vour Con-
gressman, asking him to vote against ¢ House Com-
mittee when its appropriations come bc:.m-_- the floor
of Congress in January.

® Send copies of these two pamphlets to vour local
newspaper editor along with a letter calling for aboli-
tion of the House Committee.

® Write a letter to ycur editor to inform wour com-
munity of the availability of these two pamphlets.

® Distribute these pamphlets to your local club or or-
ganization. Tell your friends about them.

® Urge your club and arganization to pass a resolution
calling for the abolition of the House Committee,

® Contribute to the work of the Buayv Area Student
Ceommittee for the Abolition of the House Commitice
on Un-American Activities.

NEWSPAPER COVERAGE AVAILABLE

The Bay Area Student Comumniliee has prepared
a companion pamphlet to Irving Flall's article on the
trial and acquittal of Robert Meisenbach. Profession-
ally printed, 25 pages, 814" by 117 it consisis of re-
prints of the day-by-day coverage of the trial by San
Francisco's three major newspapers. The pamphlet
contains over twenty newsphotos and has for its cover
a reproduction of the post-trial cariocon by Herblock
of the Washington Post, wh:r‘} shows an overbur-
dened HUAC (‘}mmuan Francis Walter holding a mon-
strous “Oscar’”: a {rophy composed of a dead fish
“For the Fishiest Film, ‘Operation Abolition.”” The
pamphlet contains post-trial editorials from the New
York Times, San Francisco’s Examiner and Chronicle,
the Washingion Post and the San Jose Mercury., It
also contains the Chronicle’s and the San Francisco
News-Call Bulletin’s critical coverage of the February
“suppressed” police report episode and a full page
reproduction of the now-famous photograph published
in the Mav 23 edition of Life magazine as well as two-
and-a-half pages of reprinis of the local press's criti-
cal reception of San Francisco's Mayor George Chris-
topher’s half-hearted and su uently retracted en-
dorsement of “Operation Aboh*mn.”

This pamphlet is an e\:r-ollf-"{: source reference to
supplement the coverage of the trial in the article by
Irving Hall. It is available from the Pay Area Student
Committee, 1732 Francisco Street, Berkeley 3, Cali-
fornia, for 50c plus postage. We invife you all to order
a copv to complete your librarv on lhe Meisenbach
trial, the last chapter-in the sordid history of *“Opera-
tion Abolition."”
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